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 Banquet Plans Underway
Attorney Carl B. Epps To Speak

Members of the BDPF Board of Directors are excited about 
the upcoming 2006 Banquet, scheduled to begin at 6 PM on 
Saturday, June 10, 2006.

The main speaker for the event will be Attorney Carl B. Epps 
III. Mr. Epps was one of the attorneys for plaintiffs in the recent 
South Carolina lawsuit for school funding equity. The marathon 
trial, argued here in Clarendon County, began in July 2003 and 
had more than 100 days of testimony. In December 2005, Circuit 
Court Judge Thomas W. Cooper Jr. ruled that the stateõs system 
of funding education fails to provide students in poorer school 
districts with the opportunity to receive an adequate education 
because of insufþcient funding for early childhood education. 
The verdict applies to a number of poor school districts, including 
Clarendonõs District One. 

Attorney Epps has been a member of the South Carolina 
Bar for more than 30 years. He earned the degree of Juris Doc-
tor, with the highest distinction, from the University of South 
Carolina School of Law. Included among his many outstanding 
honors, is the American Board of Trial Advocatesõ 2005 Lawyer 
of the Year Award.

Attorney Epps is a partner in Nelson Mullins Riley & Scar-
borough LLP, the law þrm that represented the underfunded 
school districts on a pro bono basis. (Another partner of the 
prestigious þrm is Richard Riley, former governor of South 
Carolina and former US Secretary of Education.) 

The banquet will take place in the gymnasium of Scottõs 
Branch High School, 9253 Alex Harvin Hwy (US Rte 301 - òthe 
Manning Roadó), Summerton SC. Tickets are now on sale for 
$30.00 each. For additional banquet information, please email us 
at <board@bdpfoundation.org> or telephone us at 803-485-2196 
(make sure you leave a message if no one answers).
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Partnership Grant Includes BDPF 
Briggs-De Laine-Pearson Foundation, along with Clemson 

University and Clarendon School District One are partners in a 
grant awarded to the Brown v. Board National Park in Topeka, 
KS. The $15,000 grant from the African American Experience 
Fund (AAEF) was one of seven awarded in April 2006 . 

AAEF is a Congressionally chartered, national, non-proýt 
partner of Americaôs National Park System. Its mission is to 
connect the nationôs citizens to the historical contributions of 
African Americans by raising private funds to support programs 
in National Parks and at Historic Sites that celebrate and tell the 
stories of African Americans. The donors of the money awarded 
in March were UPS and Bank of America

The grant will be managed by personnel from Brown 
National Park. The four partners intend to develop a four-part 
Briggs v. Elliott Education Kit. The kit will include the following 
items: a 50-minute, PBS-produced, video documentary; a set of 
ñTeaching with Historic Placesò lesson plans; a timeline poster; 
and a curriculum guide. Once the kits are developed, 400 will be 
assembled and distributed. Fifteen to twenty Clarendon County 
senior citizens will be recruited and trained to participate in school 
programs using the kits.

* * *

Shakelia Baccus (Left) and Camilla Butler (Right), both 11th grade stu-
dents at Scottôs Branch High and members of the National Honor Soci-
ety, performed community service by assisting in the Tutorial/Enrichment 
Program at BDPF. They are shown helping Patrick Gilyard (second from 
Left) and Rosilind Robinson (second from right).

BDPF Members Luetina Ragin (left) and Marguirite De Laine (right), with 
Linda Rosenblum of the National Park Service, at Martin Luther King Jr 
National Park Site in Atlanta. Ragin and De Laine were in Atlanta attend-
ing a Workshop.

ñThis struggle was notéby warring nations, but by ordinary men and 
women with extraordinary courage who were willing to risk everything 
they had. The sacriýces they made were as great as required to hold 
off a foreign enemy, a battle for the hearts and minds of generations to 
come. Those who pass by é will be able to see and recognize those 
names.ò ï Dwight Stewart, on the February 25,2006 ofýcial naming 
of the I-95 Interchange Exit 108 as the Briggs, De Laine, Pearson 
Interchange.




