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Banquet Plans Underway
Attorney Carl B. Epps To Speak

Members of the BDPF Board of Directors are excited about
the upcoming 2006 Banquet, scheduled to begin at 6 PM on
Saturday, June 10, 2006.

The main speaker for the event will be Attorney Carl B. Epps
I11. Mr. Epps was one of the attorneys for plaintiffs in the recent
South Carolina lawsuit for school funding equity. The marathon
trial, argued here in Clarendon County, began in July 2003 and
had more than 100 days of testimony. In December 2005, Circuit
Court Judge Thomas W. Cooper Jr. ruled that the stateds system
of funding education fails to provide students in poorer school
districts with the opportunity to receive an adequate education
because of insufpcient funding for early childhood education.
The verdict applies to a number of poor school districts, including
Clarendongs District One.

Attorney Epps has been a member of the South Carolina
Bar for more than 30 years. He earned the degree of Juris Doc-
tor, with the highest distinction, from the University of South
Carolina School of Law. Included among his many outstanding
honors, is the American Board of Trial Advocatest 2005 Lawyer
of the Year Award.

Attorney Epps is a partner in Nelson Mullins Riley & Scar-
borough LLP, the law prm that represented the underfunded
school districts on a pro bono basis. (Another partner of the
prestigious prm is Richard Riley, former governor of South
Carolina and former US Secretary of Education.)

The banquet will take place in the gymnasium of Scottfs
Branch High School, 9253 Alex Harvin Hwy (US Rte 301 - othe
Manning Road¢), Summerton SC. Tickets are now on sale for
$30.00 each. For additional banquet information, please email us
at <board@bdpfoundation.org> or telephone us at 803-485-2196
(make sure you leave a message if no one answers).

Shakelia Baccus (Left) and Camilla Butler (Right), both 11th grade stu-
dents at Scottis Branch High and members of the National Honor Soci-
ety, performed community service by assisting in the Tutorial/Enrichment
Program at BDPF. They are shown helping Patrick Gilyard (second from
Left) and Rosilind Robinson (second from right).

BDPF Members Luetina Ragin (left) and Marguirite De Laine (right), with
Linda Rosenblum of the National Park Service, at Martin Luther King Jr
National Park Site in Atlanta. Ragin and De Laine were in Atlanta attend-
ing a Workshop.

Partnership Grant Includes BDPF

Briggs-De Laine-Pearson Foundation, along with Clemson
University and Clarendon School District One are partners in a
grant awarded to the Brown v. Board National Park in Topeka,
KS. The $15,000 grant from the African American Experience
Fund (AAEF) was one of seven awarded in April 2006 .

AAEF is a Congressionally chartered, national, non-proyt
partner of Americaés National Park System. Its mission is to
connect the nationgs citizens to the historical contributions of
African Americans by raising private funds to support programs
in National Parks and at Historic Sites that celebrate and tell the
stories of African Americans. The donors of the money awarded
in March were UPS and Bank of America

The grant will be managed by personnel from Brown
National Park. The four partners intend to develop a four-part
Briggs v. Elliott Education Kit. The kit will include the following
items: a 50-minute, PBS-produced, video documentary; a set of
fiTeaching with Historic Placeso lesson plans; a timeline poster;
and a curriculum guide. Once the Kits are developed, 400 will be
assembled and distributed. Fifteen to twenty Clarendon County
senior citizens will be recruited and trained to participate in school
programs using the kits.

* % %

fiThis struggle was not&by warring nations, but by ordinary men and
women with extraordinary courage who were willing to risk everything
they had. The sacriyces they made were as great as required to hold
off a foreign enemy, a battle for the hearts and minds of generations to
come. Those who pass by € will be able to see and recognize those
names.0 T Dwight Stewart, on the February 25,2006 ofycial naming

of the 1-95 Interchange Exit 108 as the Briggs, De Laine, Pearson
Interchange.
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Lt. McFadden, Capt. Sharp, Major Blackwell, and Sgt. Brogdon from the

Turbeville Facility of the South Carolina Department of Correction were
guests of the Healthy Choices/Healthy Lifestyles Program at BDPF.

TUTORIAL PROGRAM WELCOMES GUESTS

During the month of March, in conjunction with the Healthy
Choices/Healthy Lifestyles program, participants in the after-
school tutorial program welcomed several visitors.

One guest was Ms. Caroline Grant of the Clarendon County
Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse. Her presentation fo-
cused on alcohol, marijuana, and tobacco. These figatewayo
drugs have been shown to yrst step toward experimentation and
dependency upon stronger and/or illegal drugs. Through active
discussion and the showing of a video, she engaged the children
and clariyed some misconceptions.

i ' Other guests were ofycers from the
Turbeville Facility of the South Carolina
Department of Correction. They gave
descriptions of day-to-day life for pris-
~ oners at their institution. In the process,
#= they destroyed some romanticized no-

b tions of prison life that the students had
: filearnedo from various sources.

The session was an eye-opener for the students. They were
shocked to learn that prisoners have to get permission to go the
rest room and that, if the ofycer says no, they candt just walk out as
students sometimes do in class. The ofycers had to keep explain-
ing that the reality is totally different from TV and movies.

Did You Knoweé
BDPF received a donation of $1,000
from Becton Dickinson, via its
Sumter Branch.
Jhank you, BD (and Jim Sanyi)!

QUIZ YOURSELF
a. Can any visitor freely bring food to a prisoner?
b. Are prisoners allowed to watch BET?
¢. How many prisoners are in the Turbeville prison?
d. What happens if a prisoner tries to hit an ofycer?
e. Do prisoners sleep on beds?
f. How long is a prisoner kept in solitary conynement?
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Individual Donors Help Keep
BDPF Programs Going

During the yrst quarter of 2006, several faithful donors and
a couple of new ones contributed a total of about $1,000 to help
in support of the programs, in upkeep of the building and for the
Building Fund.

Additionally, one well-wisher
learned of the difyculties the Sew
What ladies were having in trying
to make aprons using their light-
duty home machines. He bought
and shipped three commercial
grade sewing machines, along
with tailorés shears, to BDPF for -
the use of the women in the co-op.

The Board of Directors, the children, their parents, the Sew
What ladies and the community in general extend heartfelt thanks
to all of BDPF&s wonderful supporters.

JUNE 2006 MATH-THROUGH-MECHANISMS

HIGH SCHOOL WORKSHOP

Aseries of hands-on summer experiences have been planned
for up to 30 of rising 9" and 10" graders at Scottd Branch
High. The workshop will be led by Professor Gary Benenson
(Department of Engineering, City College of New York). For
several years, Benenson has used the activities to help students
learn key math concepts. Using the skills they learn, students
will design mechanical toys, make the toys from cardboard and
paper fasteners and, ynally, test them. The design projects will
emphasize the skills of precise measurement, calculating ratios,
testing designs, and troubleshooting.

Money is still being sought for support of the workshop.

Parent Leadership Program Up and Running

The Parentst Leadership Program is now up and running.
It is going well, with the participating parents being an enthusi-
astic group. Glenda Manning has been providing training and,
to everyonebs delight, the participants are taking the initiative
to become more involved without others having to prod. These
great parents are assuming responsibility in ways that are uplift-
ing. Happily, the group includes some fathers and the directors
are working toward even greater male involvement.

BDPF Representatives Attend Workshop

Two members of the BDPF Board of Directors, Luetina Ragin
and Marguirite De Laine, attended the Share the African American
Experience Workshop, held in Atlanta, GA, in March.

Funded by UPS and Bank of America, the workshop focused
on volunteerism at National Parks and how to implement pro-
grams that engage young people and senior citizens in African
American history through the National Parks. The interesting and
informative workshop brought home the realization that, although
much hard work will be necessary to complete the Briggs v. Elliott
Project within the next year, BDPF will have an opportunity to
spread the Briggs story to the world.

BDPF 1s AN ALL VOLUNTEER PuBLIC CHARITY,
SUPPORTED ENTIRELY BY GIFTS.







